
 Travel News and Notes from Vacations by Cruise & Travel Experts                             JUNE 2020 

 

When will the world reopen to vacation travelers? 
I would surely tell you, if only I knew! 
Although certain destinations are beginning to roll 

out the welcome mat to tourists and there are other 

positive signs, nobody really knows for certain when 

we will regain our freedom to travel whenever and 

wherever we desire.  

The past three-plus months have been particularly 

difficult and extremely frustrating for most of us with 

wanderlust in our DNA, as the viral pandemic spread 

across the world and international borders closed to 

travel. I also have missed the social inter-action with 

family and friends, and making new friends through 

my travels, as I am sure you have. Yet, I believe 

most people are good at adapting and we know this 

viral mess will be in our rear-view mirror, as science 

and society eventually prevail. 

Last week, Jamaica became the first Caribbean country to reopen to tourists, with strict protocols 

that include submitting an entrance application within 72 hours of your arrival. Special health safety 

procedures must be followed at the Montego Bay airport and in hotels along a 30-mile corridor on the 

north coast. Other Caribbean islands are preparing to open by the end of July with their own health 

precautions in place. I expect the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Cozumel, Cancun and Punta  

Cana will be the best destinations to consider for fall resort vacations this year.   

CRUISING HIATUS EXTENDED — Also last week, major cruise lines announced a voluntarily delay 

in their restart until at least mid-September for itineraries originating from American ports, effectively 

eliminating the summer cruise season. When cruising does resume, I anticipate 7-day Caribbean 

cruises from Florida and small-ship cruises, accommodating fewer than 500 guests, will be among 

the first to sail.    

Resuming cruise operations requires repositioning ships and assembling crews; implementing guest 

screening procedures and onboard health protocols; ensuring foreign ports are open and prepared to 

welcome shipboard guests; and, of course, gaining CDC approval. When cruising returns, I believe 

guests will find a healthy shipboard environment and enjoy a rewarding travel experience.  

In fact, now’s a great time to plan a future cruise and, depending upon your ship, itinerary and  

onboard accommodations, you might save hundreds of dollars or more on 2021 and 2022 sailings. 

Most major cruise lines currently offer special promotions with substantial discounts, extra onboard 

amenities and refundable reservations, with the ability to change your travel dates in many cases. 

Paul Gauguin Cruises plans to restart 10-night Tahiti and French 

Polynesia voyages in late July with extensive health protocols in 

place on its small ships. 
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YOUR TRIP TO EUROPE WILL HAVE TO WAIT—Europe’s borders are now open to visitors from 

other European countries but remain closed to most Americans. A few countries, including Greece 

and Malta, currently allow Americans to enter but require a 14-day quarantine upon arrival. It’s also 

important to know requirements may change on a country-by-country basis at any time, and the 

same is true for most other destinations around the world. 

Barring a second wave of the virus, I look for Europe reopening to American travelers later this year, 

making next winter a great time to be on the Continent and benefiting from low off-season prices, 

few tourists at major points of interest and uncrowded museums.  

I also expect Europe travelers to seek out-of-the-way destinations on 

future trips. For example, a gastronomic and cultural journey aboard a 

luxury train from San 

Sebastián across 

Northern Spain offers 

a great opportunity to  

experience the wine 

and olive growing    

region known as the 

“Green Spain”. 

For now, though, it’s 

all about travel closer 

to home—perhaps 

daytrips to local 

points of interest, or a 

nearby state or national park. In lieu of a summer vacation this year, 

you might consider a family vacation during the year-end holidays in   

a Caribbean resort, providing something for everyone and a healthy     

environment. For extended families of 10 or more people, a private   

Caribbean villa may offer a better option but availability will be limited. 

My personal travels will take me to Jamaica in early August for a    

travel conference and, in October, I will be motoring from Boston 

“Down East” to Portland and the Canadian Maritime provinces,          

assuming I’m permitted to cross the international border by that time.  

Sooner or later, we will travel around the world again with confidence. 
In the meantime, stay healthy and happy by following recommended 
best practices, as you celebrate the Independence Day holiday with    
a backyard cookout.  

Also know you may call or email me any time you have travel-related 
questions, or simply wish to explore future travel ideas. 

Yours in Travel,  

I Recommend these 

10 European Cities 

for Winter Vacations 

When the holidays are over 

and January blahs arrive,  

set out for Europe. You’ll 

need to pack your winter 

coat, gloves and boots, but 

you will experience the best 

of Europe seldom seen by 

most Americans. Many cities 

combine winter carnivals, 

nearby skiing and far fewer  

tourists for a special visit. I 

also recommend renting a 

city-center apartment to live 

like a local or, for special 

treatment, stay in a 5-star 

hotel at 4-star prices:  

  1. Amsterdam 

  2. Bruges, Belgium 

  3. Budapest 

  4. Dublin 

  5. London 

  6. Paris 

  7. Prague 

  8. Rome-Florence 

  9. Venice-Milan 

10. Vienna-Salzburg 

Contact me, if you wish to    
explore winter-time travel        

in any of these or other             
European destinations. 

You will enjoy hot chocolate and a Sacher tort after visiting 

the nearby St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna next winter.  


